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“ PEAR NOT; FOR BEHOLD, I BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, WHICH SHALL BE TO ALL PEOPLE.” 
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THE RULING PASSION: 


A SHORT SERMON. 
Text John vi. 24—26. 

“When the people therefore saw that Jesus was not 
there, neither his disciples, they also took shipping, 
and came to Capernaum, secking for Jesus. “Ind 
when they had found him on the other side of the 
sea, they said unto him, Rabbi, when camest thou 
hither? Jesus answered them, and said, Verily, 
verily I say unto you, Ye seek me, not because ye 
saw the miracles, but because ye did eat of the 
loaves, and were filled.” 

When I was a child, I used to listen with all my 
might to hear the Text, when I went to meeting; 
particularly when a strange minister preached. Af- 
ter charity has made all her allowances, there remains 
something of pride and ambition in the best heart. 
These failings will slide beneath even a black gar- 
ment; and insinuate themselves almost impercep- 
tibly into the humble pretensions of the pious and 
watchful. Consequently, it is nothing strange, if 
an opportunity, only once offered, should be seized 
with alacrity, and the good man concentrate intoa 
focus, the essentials, particulars, excellencies, and 
pungencies of his system. Therefore, all the artil- 
Jery of rebuke and threatening—all the fire and 
brimstone, and horrors of a whole consequence re- 
sulting from all the sins of a generation of offenders, 
are sometimes discharged in a single volley. When 
this is about to happen, there is the forerunner of a 
“dreadful note of preparation.” The mind is 
awakened to recetve all that is coming; and the 
eyes and ears, and whole sensorium, are adjusted, 
and fixed in a posture to catch every particle, and 
obtain the extent and full measure of the discourse. 
In this manner, even a child becomes an adept at 
conjecture, and can estimate the consequences as 
soon as the cause is discovered. 

Ther: is one kind of courage which becomes 
us best when we cherish the conviction of our own 
safety ; and behold, in anticipation, the danger thick- 
en around the heads of others. ‘Thus, the most ter- 
rible anathemas are heard from the pulpit, and fall 
harmless at our feet; because we view them as 
weapons discharged at our wicked neighbours. 
Thus we become familiar with terrible ministers, 
and terrible sermons; and can estimate the amount 
intended, because the text measures the preacher's 
intention. On the present occasion, conjecture 
may not be altogether useless; but any suspicion of 
anathemas will be lost in the sequel. 

A text isatext. It is the use that is made of it 
that alters it, and puzzles the world with doubts of 


the preacher’s meaning; and the utility of his 
preaching. Sometimes, a text is converted into an 
arsenal ; all the munitions of war are found in it, 
and the pulpit becomes a fort or battery, by turns 
beseiging and storming the congregation. At an- 
other time, the text is neglected as useless; and the 
preacher substitutes, from his treasure-house of 
knowledge, all the arcana of wisdom appertaining 
to his sect and dogmas. And “ once in a while,” as 
on the present occasion, the text is acknowledged 
to be a true declaration, sufficient of itself, and no 

thing wanting but a mind to understand it, and an 
honest heart to admit its application. 

The truth of Solomon’s assertion is manifested by 
every day’s observation. “There is nothing new 
under the sun.” Christ’s miracles are estimated as 
in days of yore; and in despite of professions, men 
“seek” him, because this seeking provides the loaves 
which fill them. 

The better to understand our Text, (for we will 
not pervert it,) let us divide or arrange its several! 
propositions. 

First: Those to whom the answer was given. 

Second: The answer. 

Third: The meaning of it. Which will lead, 

First: To a consideration of Christ’s miracles. 

Second: The loaves. 

Third: Those who sought him for the sake of the 
loaves; and were filled with the loaves, instead of 
the miracles. 

And now let me beseech the reader, if he has 
more than one spark of jealousy or prejudice about 
him, to lay it aside until we conclude our discourse. 
Surely, reader, it will look very suspicious, and mi- 
litate much against your motives, to be displeased at 
the onset. It will speak a language for you, and say, 
that you are a candidate for the loaves; and that 
however you may esteem the miracles, you cannot 
relish them without a savoury seasoning. To attend 
to our first proposition— 

It was the “people,” generally, that Christ ad- 
dressed. They “took shipping, and came to Caper- 
naum, seeking for Jesus.” A laudable motive, says 
the superficial reader; for “they that seek shall 
find.” True. But they sought him not for the mi- 
racles, but for the loaves. Therefore, they obtained 
the loaves, which they desired ; and lost sight of the 
miracles. 

Secondly: The answer Christ gave them, proves 
our declaration to be true. He admitted they sought 
him. The people, the majority, perhaps, of the busy 
folks, who were actively engaged in securing their 
own interests, and unsolicitous about the good of 
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Thirdly: The answer is too unequivocal to re- 


quire any explanation, relative to the justness of 


the reproof it contains. “ Ye seek me,” that is evi- 
dent, for vou are here at Capernaum, with me; but 
what motive induced you to come? “ Not because 
ye saw the miracles, but -because ye did eat of the 
loaves. and were filled.” To arrive at the meaning 
of the answer, will lead us to consider, 

First: Chnst’s miracles. And it is remarkable, 
that his miracles were always wrought to produce 
good to others. “He went about doing good ; heal- 
ing all manner of diseases.” His miracles were the 
exercise of his healing powers, when he blessed the 
helpless, and freed them from the maladies which 
they suffered. Universal benignity and love, shone 
in all his words and works. His mercy was not cir- 
cumscribed, but extended even to those who sought 
his life. 
the power of love over all the infirmities and frailties 
of the body he bore, by which he quelled every feel- 


And the greatest miracle he wrought, was 


ing of hostility to his enemies, and expired, in cruel 
agonies, breathing out his life in a prayer for the 
forgiveness of those by whose wicked hands he was 
slain. Can the mind conceive a greater act! Pow- 
er, alone, may create worlds. Wisdom, confined tu 
prescience, may tell the amount and consequence 
of the worlds which shall exist, and assist in the 
plan of their formation. But love, and love only, 
can produce the record of events which will display 
the perfection of Omnipotence, and secure the ac- 
clamations of adoring millions. 
Christ, was the miracle of Omnipotent power, Infi- 
nite wisdom, and Unbounded love. Can it be pos- 
sible that a loaf of bread, is preferred to this miracle 
of Love! Let us cousicer, 

Secondly: The loaves. 
life.” It is worth seeking; but the whole blame 
lies in the hypocrisy of the pretension ; which would 
make the lookers on believe the paity to be swallow- 
ed up of love for the miracles, when “their inward 
thought is,” to obtain “the loeves and be filled.” 
There is no harm, friend, we would say, in obtain- 
ing the loaves, even to the amount of 3,500 a year, 
only be honest, and not play thé hypocrite, by pre- 
tending that the miracles are the object in view; 
when the loaves are esteemed of the first conse- 
quence. Itis remarkable that the people did not go 
to Capernaum, until they had first eaten of the 
“loaves and were filled.” Christ “ went about do- 
ing good.” He wrought miracles often, But it was 
the loaves which excited curiosity, and prevailed 
upon the people to go to Capernaum. How many 
go to Capernaum, in our day, to eat the loaves! 
Alas! for the pretensions of the age we live in; 
that is, for those who make them, and who go to 
Capernaum with two faces. By loaves, however, we 
are not restricted to the conclusion that bread only 
is intended. Those spoken of in our text, had fish 
with the loaves. In our day, the palates of those 
who go to Capernaum are variously excited, and the 
loaves of modern times are much larger than in 
“days of yore.” 

There is another distinction which must be made, 
fo suit the difference between ancient and modern 
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times; which, painful to relate, is much to the dis 
credit of modern loaf-hunters. It is this, We must 
state it notwithstanding the greatness of our com 
punction in so doing—The loaf-huniers of old, were 
filled, and there remained fragments. But now, 
they eat the whole that is offered ; and, wonderful to 
relate, are sometimes So voracious as to complain ot 
the smallness of the loaves, and to leave Capernaum 
on that account alone! ®*® *# *# #8 FS FHSS 

Shame on the degenerate days in which we live - 
that even the hypocrisy of the pretension should 
be winked at, and the patty remain dissatisfied, and 
threaten to leave Capernaum., Who are these pre- 
tenders ? Answering this interrogation will lead to 
the consideration of our last proposition, as fol- 
lows— 

Thirdly: Those who sought him for the sake of 
the loaves ; and were filled with the loaves, instead 
of the miracles. This carries us back again, to the 
time of the miracles. Because those of that day 
were filled with the loaves, instead of the miracles. 
They had no room left for miracles. But now, you 
cannot fillthem. The loaves are devoured, and the 
eaters appear like “ Pharaoh's lean kine,” as vora 
cious as ever. Look at the pretension! Who would 
contess that the loaves were the whole inducement ? 
Remove the loaves, the cause ceases, and they leave 
Capernaum. The people pretend to seek Christ, 
for the sake of his miracles. — 

What, says the inquisitive reader, has the miracles 
to do with the loaves? or the loaves with the mira- 
cles? Nothing atali. We see no analogy between 
them. ‘They are no more alike than the real and 
pretended motives of those who wentto Capernauns. 
There is no resemblance, no affinity whatever ;—it 
isonly pretension, after all is said, seeking loaves, 
and calling them miracles. 

Who are these loafeaters? Alas! for them, read- 
er, we do not like to be too particular, for fear of 
giving offence. Let us venture a conjecture, to- 
gether, and share the blame; declaring at the onset, 
that we do not mean to have a word we shall speak, 
apply to one person who ever went to Capernaum 
out of love tothe miracles. As for those, whose 
only motive is to obtain the “loaves and fishes,” we 
need fear nothing from them, for they are all gone 
to Capernaum. 

—<=>>—- 
From the ( Buffalo) Gospel Advocate. 
THE DEVIL A LIMITARIAN PREACHER. 

Genesis ii. 17. For in the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die, saith the Lord God. 

Ye shall not surely die, saith the Serpent. Gen. 
iii. 4. 

In accommodation to limitarians, I shall for the 
present admit, that the serpent here spoken of, was 
the devil, who delivered the bold assertion to Eve, 
and beguiled her by his false preaching ; and shall 
immediately proceed to notice his audience, the 
manner of his preaching, and the doctrine deliver- 
ed. And blessed be God (who never leaves his peo- 
ple without a witness) there are three things, in the 
text itself, to prove that the serpent was a limitarian 
preacher. 
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Ist. His audience. The serpent might with equal 
convenience have preached to all mankind the 
same doctrine; but he elected a part—the weakest 
part—before whom to confront Omnipotence, and 
contradict the Most High, in saving “ Ye shall not 
surely die!” but eat and be as gods. [Here the ser- 
pent addresses the woman as modern preachers do 
their Ladies Elect, or particular churches. } 

Now this particular incontestably proves him a 
limitarian preacher; for had he been an Universa- 
list he would have preached to all mankind. 

2d. The choice of his audience, or manner of his 
preaching. The serpent rejected the firm and dis- 
cerning, and elected the woman, the most wavering 
and inexperienced part of the species, and to her he 
delivered his message of distinguishing grace. “Ye 
shail not surely die,” and this is a clear proof of his 
being a limitarian preacher and full of all subtlety, 
knowing that if he could fire the ambition of the 
mother to be as gods; the daughters would catch 
the like aspiring vanity; and so it hath proved: for 
even to this day, before the woman (the churches) a 
small part of mankind, the same old notes of the ser- 
pent are still repeated; “Ye shali not surely die” 
for transgression, but “ ye shall be as gods” sitting 
on thrones of glory. 

3d. I shall make a few remarks on the doctrine 
delivered by the serpent. And here let it be obser- 
ved that it was in direct contradiction to what the 
Lord God had pointedly, and explicitly declared, 
“in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt sure- 
ly die;” “but this bold presumptuous preacher” 
announces a different doctrine to the woman, insin- 
nating that to her there should be special favour— 
special grace.—* Ye shall not surely die” for trans- 
gression ; but quite the reverse, for God doth know 
that in the day ye eat thereof “ Ye shall be as gods!” 
The serpent, electing the woman as an object of 
special, distinguishing grace, and his disclosing to 
her that secret, that “ God doth know,” &c. is indu- 
bitable proof that he was a limitarian preacher, and 
the fatal precedents long ago were followed; and 
examples, at the present day, are almost innumera- 
ble where small companies of favourites are exempt 
trom the penalties of a broken law, and to them the 
old notes of the serpent, “Ye shall not surely die,” 
ire still delivered. : 

The elect ave told that they shall not receive ac- 
cording to their works. For a proof of this, see Doct. 
Dwight, and Mr. Williston’s sermons; and the 
same in substance is delivered in the synagogues 
almost every Sabbath day. .It is the opinion of limi- 
tarians that the wages of sin is eternal death; but 
like an echo true they still resound to their audience 
elect, “ye shall not surely die.” And such an im- 
provement have modern limitarians made upon the 
old doctrines of the serpent, that they not only ex- 
empt their adherents from all ill consequences of 
transgression ; but go so far as to tell them in direct 
terms that they cannot live without sin; and if they 
should for once desist, they would be immediately 
snatched from the world. They inform them, like- 
wise, that the eternal death which is the penalty of 
a broken law, is exclusively confined to those cursed 





reprobates who were damned before the foundation 
of the world. But ve (my friends) ye shall not surely 
die, for God doth know, &c. that ye shall be as 
gods.” Al] manner of sin in you is neither bar, nor 
hinderance to sovereign distinguishing grace, but 
on the coutrary ; he hath chosen you, hath chosen 
also that you shal! commit all manner of wickedness 
that you do commit, and hath proclaimed it for his 
own glory, and your advancement in bliss. 

But these saith the preacher—these things of 
which I have told you are but as mere outlines; or 
a prelude of sovereign grace, that hath made you 
the objects of his peculiar favour; for in due time 
ye shall be received to the kingdom prepared for 
you ;—where safe behind the munition of rocks; ye 
shall be so conformed to hii whom you worship, 
that you shall with extacies of pleasure look down 
on the miserable in hell, and hear with delight the 
screeches, and screams of brothers, sisters, parents 
and children on whom vengeance is poured to en- 
hance the glory and happiness of the King and 
kingdom to which you belong. 

The old preacher (the serpent) well understood 
what doctrines would suit the proud, selfish, malig- 
nant, monopolizing spirits of our world. He knows 
also that every man would walk according to his 
god; and hate, and deal rigorously with those that 
either whim, or prejudice should point out as unfa- 
voured of their king. And blood and murder, de- 
vastation and the sword, the infernal Inquisinon, 
and the hellish auto da fe have been the consequence 
of this kind of preaching. 

Thus the old serpent which is the devil and satan, 
and those children of the teoman, the mother of har- 
lots who were assimilated to him, have looked on 
and been feasted with delight. “ But here (adds the 
preacher with a deep sigh) here in this world your 
pleasures are interrupted; but in the restitution of 
all things, when every thing shall be as it should be, 
i. e. all but a remnant, a little handful, cast into an 
endless hell—then, my friends—Ah, then shall ye 
be wrapped in one eternal solace of delights. And 
your harps shall be tuned in the highest notes of 
praise to him that hath led you toa dark knowledge 
of these secrets ; and to an anticipation of that in- 
exhaustible source of glowing joys.” 

But since the earth hath opened her mouth and 
swallowed up the flood of persecution which the 
dragon, or serpent cast out of his mouth, and the 
worshippers of the beast and his image are no lon- 
ger permitted to burn and literally massacre those 
who are born after the spirit; they make the best 
of their privilege in anathematizing and “ burning 
with their tortures” those that they hate, and whom 
the laws of the land will not permit their hands to 
surround with material fire. 

I shall now consider the consequences result- 
ing from a supposition, that it was death tempo- 
ral, spiritual and eternal, that was threatened to 
Adam in case of disobedience: and the hypothesis 
that if he lived, we all lived; and if he fell, we all 
fell into the same condemnation and death, with 
our federal head. Well, Adam eat and fell! And 
the decree that altereth not, is gone forth, “Thou 
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shalt surely die!” But the serpent saith “ Ye shall 
not surely die.” Here then the point is at issne. 
On the one hand, the honour and veracity of God 
stands pledged tor the execution of the penalty for 
the transgression of his law, i. e. of temporal, spir- 
itual, and eternal death in the very day of disobe- 
dience. On the other hand the bold assextion of 
the serpent “ Ye shall not surely die.” 

Now to vindicate the honour and veracity of the 
lawgiver, it must be proved that all mankind suffer- 
ed a temporal, spiritual, and eternal death in that 
day that they transgressed ; or take the utmost lim- 
its that ever was asked. Can it be proved that all 
mankind died the trinity of deaths within a thousand 
years? This I think is impossible. 

Or will you make the daring attempt to prove 
that all mankind Aave or ever will die that eternal 
death ? This, however, you are under a necessity to 
do, or give up the consistency of your theory, and 
the honour and veracity of your God ; and it would 
be equally fatal to you and your scheme, if you 
could prove that all mankind according to the sup- 
posed threatening died within a thousand years; for 
then there bad been none alive since said thousand 
years; nor ever will be again. But this is not true, 
therefore the hypothesis is false, and the truth must 
be sought for, on another foundation, For you 
doctrines go as far as they can to destroy the honour 
and veracity of your god, and establish the character 
of the serpent as a preacher of the wuth. I think 
you cannot but see the dilemma into which you and 
your system are cast. 

For if you prove the serpent a liar, and false in 
his preaching, you are lost in eternal death! On the 
other hand, if the assertion “ Ye shall not surely die,” 
is assented to as correct—your scheme is blasted, 
and the truth of your god suffers an irreparable 
breach! Your pleading the death of Christ, and 
taking out of the world of mankind a little handful 
destroys your scheme, and impeaches the veracity 
ot your god as effectually as the law is broken by 
transgression. Now if there is not some one that is 
able to step in betwixt your god and the impending 
stroke, and open to you a door of hope in verifica- 
tion of the preaching of the serpent, which you say, 
is the devil and satan, and prove to you that “ Ye 
shall not.surely die,” you are undone for ever! For 
if the serpent’s preaching fails, ye are eternally 
damned in triple death!! But may your god be 
merciful, and rather suffer his word to fail, and his 
law to be broken with impunity, for your reprieve, 
your salvation to eternal life depends on the verity 
of what you say was delivered by the father of lies ; 
for the truth of these words * Ye shall not surely 
die,” is your dernier resort. 

EE 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
To Mr. W. L. M‘Calla, Preacher of the Doctrine of 
Endless Misery, Philadelphia. 

Sir, in perusing the Theological Discussion be- 
tween you and Mr. Kneeland, I perceive that you 
charge the venerable Dr. Priestly with impiety, and 
infidelity. Now, Sir, I consider that you are either 
q@rossly ignorant of Di. Priestiy’s character and 





writings, or you are a designing slanderer. In sup- 
port of this conclusion, I refer you to the testimony 
of Christian ministers who knew Dr. Priestly well; 
and who differed from him in religious sentiment. 
Soon after the orthodox rioters at Birmingham, had 
burned and destroyed the Doctor’s Chapel, Dwell- 
ing-house, Library, &c. the associated dissenting 
ministers of two neighbouring counties presented to 
Dr. Priestly an address, expressive of their common 
concern at the horrid outrages which he had sustain- 
ed. I transcribe its commencement. Let the Doc- 
tor’s calumniators read it and blush. 
“Address to Joseph Priestly, L. L. D. 
F. R.S. &c.” 

“ Sir, we the dissenting ministers of Nottingham- 
shire, and Derbyshire, of the Presbyterian, Inde- 
pendent, and Baptist persuasions, associated as 
brethren and interested in the common cause of re- 
ligious liberty, present our very respectful and af- 
fectionate condolence for the outrages to which you 
have been subject; though many of us differ from 
you in matters of religious faith, we trust that we 
have better learned the spirit of our excellent reli- 
gion, than not to esteem in you that character of 
piety and virtue, which is the best fruit of every 
faith, and that ardour for truth and manly inquiry 
which christianity invites, and which no form ot 
christianity ought to shrink from :—as well as to 
admire those eminent abilities, and that unwearied 
perseverence which give activity to the virtues of 
your heart, and to which in almost every walk of 
science, your country and the world have been so 
much indebted. That such virtues and such abil 
ties, should invite persecution, is a melancholy 
proof that neither philosophy nor christianity have 
yet taught their most dignitied and amiable lessons 
to our country. But though man will feel, and your 
enemies have attacked you in that whereim you 
feel, perhaps, most sensibly, yet we rejoice to find 
in you that decent magnanimity, that christian 
bearing which raises you superior to suffering, and 
that a regard to God, to truth and to another world, 
have even from the bosom of affliction enabled you 
to extract a generous consolation. Whether in your 
religious inquiries you have erred or not, we firmly 
believe that truth and the best interests of mankind, 
have been the object of your constant regard; and 
we tiust that God who loves an honest and well! 
meaning heart, will dispense to you such protection 
as to his wisdom may seem most fit. To his bene- 
volent and fatherly protection, we devoutly recom- 
mend you through the remainder of your life; pray- 
ing, that you may be long preserved ; that you may 
survive the hatred of your ungrateful country, and 
that you may repay her cruel injuries by adding, as 
you have hitherto done, to her treasures of science, 
of virtue, and of piety. This tribute of our esteem 
and sympathy for you, Sir, we entreat you to re- 
ceive with that regard which we know the purity of 
it deserves; and though not recommended by the 
rank of life we hold, we trust that you, a philoso- 
pher and a christian, will think it not undeserving 
of a place among the very respectable testimonies 
of esteem and condolence, which, both at home an¢ 
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abroad, your merits and your suffering have invited.” 

Signed by forty-three ministers of the three de- 
pomuinatious. 

Dr. Samuel Parr, in learning and intellectual at- 
tainments, as well as in the virtues of the heart, pro- 
bally the brightest ornament of the established 
church of England, has stated in the following 
terms the proper mode of considering the merits of 
Dr. Priestly. “ Let Dr. Priestly indeed be confuted, 
where he is mistaken—let him be exposed where he 
is superficial—let him be repressed where he is dog- 
matical—let him be rebuked where he is censo- 
rious—but, let not his attainments be depreciated 
because they are numerous, almost without parallel. 
Let not his talents be ridiculed, because they are 
superlatively great. Let not bis morals be vilified, 
because they are correct without austerity, and ex- 
emplary without ostentation. Because they present 
even to common observers the innocence of a her- 
mit, and the simplicity of a patriarch. Because a 
plulosophic eye will at once discover in them the 
deep-tixed root of virtuous principle, and the solid 
truuk of virtuous habit.” 

In an early part of the Discussion, and before you 
begin to vilify Dr. Priestly, you ask, “ Who ever 
knew a Socintan that would publicly acknowledge 
his sentiments? If you ask him, he insinuates that 
he is something of an Arian. If this won’t do he is 
a Sabellian. Press him alittle farther, and when 
he finds this will not do he is an Universalist. But 
what kind of one he will not tell you.” Now, Mr. 
M‘Calla, this shows that you are very ignovant ot 
Unitarians. Have you never heard, Sir, of Dr. 
Micuart Servetus, the Unitarian martyr, whom 
the inhuman Calvin, and his associates the advo- 


cates of endless damnation, and the founders of 


Presbyterianism, burnt to death, for the christian 
belief that the Father is “the only true God,” and 
that Jesus Christ his son derived his existence from 
him ? See John v—26, and vii—57. Did Dr. Ser- 
vetus shrink from his faith in the untty and supre- 
macy of God, the Father, and the inferiority and 
subordinate character of his Son Jesus, when the 
fiery fagots were blazing around him? No, Sir, he 
bore his sufferings firmly. The persecuting Calvin 
says, he was an “ obstinate dog,” that “ he only call- 
ed out Mercy, Mercy, in the Spanish way.” 

I will present you, Sir, with the names of a few 
Unitarian infidels, as you are pleased to call them, 
and I defy you to name a more venerable body of 
witnesses who have ever appeared in support of any 
doctrine. Namely: Abauzit,—Abernethy,—Dr. 
Aiken, Acontius, Lord Barrington, Dr. Benson, 
John Biddle, Bonnet of Geneva, Dr. Chandler, Dr. 
Samuel Clark, Bishop Clayton, Dr. Cogan, Chil- 
lingworth, Crellius, John Elwall, Thomas Emlyn, 
Dr. Enfield, Dr. Estlin, Mr. Firmin, Bishop Hoad- 
ly, Dr. John Jebb, Dr. Kippis, Dr. Lardner, Bishop 
Law, Dr. Leland, Mr. Lindsey, Mr. Lowman, Mr. 
Locke, Sir Isaac Newton, Mr. Thomas F. Palmer, 
William Penn founder of Pennsylvania, Mr. Peirce, 
Dr. Price, Dr. Priestly, Sandius Socinus, Dr. Ser- 
vetus, Mr. Simpson, Mr. Henry Taylor, Dr. John 
Taylor, Dr. Toulmin, Dr. Watts, Mr. Wasse, Mr. 





Whiston, Mr. Wakefield, Dr. Whitby, Bishop 
Watson: to whom might be added many others. 

Perhaps all of this worthy band have been be- 
hevers in the Trinity, at one period of their lives. 
Like the celebrated Robert Robinson of Cam- 
bridge, who wrote a plea for the deity of Christ, 
which was greatly admired by Trinitarians. Yet he 
afterwards saw the absurdity of the doctrine, and 
speaks of the subject in the following terms—“As to 
personalities in God, a trinity of persons, I think it 
the most absurd of all absurdities. And, in my opin- 
ion, a man who hath brought himself to believe the 
doctrine of the Trinity, hath done all his work ; tor 
after that there can be nothing hard, nothing inevi- 
dent, the more unintelligible the more credible. 
The Bible reads easy if we consider God one, Jesus 
the Son of God, and the Holy Spirit the influence 
of God. But this would spoil the trade. The 
Seriptures become plain and easy, and a learned 
Priesthood would be unnecessary to make out that 
hard science, christianity, to us poor blind crea- 
tures.” Before I conclude, I would recommend to 
your serious perusal, Mr. Yate’s “Vind:catron of 
Unitarianism,” and Me. Balfour’s “ Loquiry into the 
meaning of the terms Sheol, Hades, Gehenua, and 
Tartarus,” as used by the Scripture writers. Also, 
“ Simpsons’ Essays on Scripture Language ;” and 
wishing your mind may be enlightened by Chistian 
truth, and your heart warmed by Christian Charity, 
I bid you adieu. J. L. 

—-—~— 
From the Christian Intelligencer. 
PAROXYSMS OF ORTHODOXY. 

We consider ourselves under obligations to cer- 
tain orthodox editors and seriblers, to communicate 
to our patrons and to posterity, a correct statement 
of the spirit and disposition which they manifest, on 
seeing the Universalists of Vermout, treated asa 
Christian denomination. From what will be ex 
hibited, our friends may calculate on the manner in 
which Universalists would be handled by those 
meek followers of Calvin, were they able to influ- 
ence our deliberate assemblies. 

The “Northern Spectator,” printed at Poultney, 
(Vt.) contains the following statements, “from a 
highly respectable onTHODOX layman.” 

“It thus happens that atheists, deists, gamblers, 
usurers, profane sweaters, &c. are found in the Le- 
gislative hall of the State. Such are the men who 
have elected a Universalist chaplain.” —* It is equal- 
ly futile to pretend that justice and religious tolera- 
tion required this extension of respect and comity 
to the Universalists. First let them gain the rank 
and distinction of a secT among the professors ot 
Christianity, before they claim to make their tenets 
the law of a Christian public. The common sense 
of mankind will revolt at the idea of constituting 
that people @ sect of christianity, who reject every 
distinctive feature in the principles promulgated by 
the Author of it.” 

Thus much the gentle reader is permitted to see, 
in our columns, of the genuine liberality and bene- 
volence of Vermont orthodoxy. Let us now direct 
the attention for a moment to the spirit of “evan 
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gelical principles,” as exhibited in the “Western 
Recorder,” published at Utica, (N. Y.) 

“The Legislature of Vermont, to their everlast- 
ing disgrace, have appointed a Universalist for 
their chaplain. We care not to inquire what motives 
led to such a step; there is no apology for it; there 
is not a single circumstance which can have the least 
tendency to wipe off the disgrace.” 

Should we condescend to reason with the wise- 
acres who penned and published the above state- 
ments, it would be an insult upon “the common 
sense” of the Legislatures of every “ enlightened 
State.” People who approve such feelings, ought 
to be catechised in “the Blue Laws of Connec- 
ticut;” from which we give an extract: 

CONNECTICUT BLUE LAWS. 

“Article 10. No one shall be a freeman or give a 
vote unless he be converted, or a member in free 
communion of one of the churches allowed in this 
dominion. 

Art. 11. No one shall hold any office who is not 
sound in the faith, and faithful to this dominion ; 
and whoever gives a vote to such a person, shall pay 
a fine of one pound. 

Art. 12. No Quaker, or dissenter from the esta- 
blishied worship ot the dominion, shall be allowed to 
give a vote for the eleetion of magistrate, or any 
officer. 

Art. 13. No food or lodging shall be offered to a 
Quaker, Adamite, or other heretic. 

Art. 14. If any person turns Quaker, he shall 
be banished, and not suffered to return on pain of 
death. 

Art. 31. Noone shall read common prayers, keep 
christmas, or saint’s day, make mince pies, dance, 
play cards, or play on any instrument of music ex- 
cept the drum, the trumpet and the jew’s-harp. 

—i—— 
From the (Hartford) Religious Inquirer. 
REMARKS ON JOHN XVIL. 12. 
‘Ind none of them is lost, but the son of perdition ; 
that the scripture might be fulfilled.” 

These words are often quoted to prove the final 
ruin of Judas Iscariot. We propose to show that it 
is by no means necessary to understand them as 
conveying such an idea. Much stress is laid on the 
words “lost,” and “ perdition.” 
themselves, imply an idea of endless suffering? The 
word translated “lost,” in this passage, is apoleto ; 
to show that this word does not of necessity convey 
an idea of utter ruin, we shall introduce sundry pas- 
sages of scripture, where the same word is used, and 
translated as in the words which head these re- 
marks. St. Mat. x. 6, “But go rather to the lost 
(apololota) sheep of the house of Israel.” St. Mat. 
xv. 24, “I am not sent but unto the lost (apololota) 
sheep of the house of Israel.” What advantage was 
it unto the “lost” sheep, that Christ was sent unto 
them, if they were irrecoverably “lost?” If they were 
already sealed to endless destruction, how were they 
benefited by the preaching of the apostles, who were 
directed to proclaim, “ the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand ?” 

Again: Luke xix. 10, “The son of man is come 


But do they, of 





——— 


to seek and to save that which was lost.” (apololos.) 
How could Christ save that which was lost, if that, 
which is lost, can never be saved? Luke xv. 32, “It 
was meet that we should make merry and be glad; 
for this thy brother was dead, and is alive again; 
was lost, (apololos) and is found.” Does this appear 
as if he, who is once lost, can never be found or 
saved ? 

It will be observed, that all these words, translated 
“lost,” are derived from the same root, (apollumi.} 
If, therefore, the word of itself implies endless de- 
struction, it must have this signification in all the 
passages above quoted; but it cannot have sucha 
signification in those passages; therefore it does 
not, necessarily, imply this in the passage first quo- 
ted, concerning Judas. The word “ lost,” therefore, 
proves nothing concerning his final ruiu. Acid the 
word “ perdition” proves as little; for this word, 
(apoleias) also is derived from the same root, (apol- 
lumi.) Whatever, then, we have proved concern- 
ing the word, (apoleto,) translated “ lost,” we have 
proved, with equal certainty, concerning the word 
(apoleias,) translated * perdition.” 
are both derived trou the same root, (apollumi,) 
their signification must be similar. 


For since they 


It follows, that nothing is contained in the text, 
which proves the endless misery of Judas. And it 
is asked, does his general conduct afford evidence of 
such a calamity ? We do not find trom the scriptu- 
ral account, that he was altogether worse than the 
other disciples. True, Christ once called him a 
* Devil;” so also he called Peter “Satan.” We 
do not find, that, before be betrayed Christ, he was 
guilty of any high-handed crime. But at the last, 
he did betray his master. We shall say nothing of 
the necessity of his thus acting; of the good result- 
ing ; of the fact, that he undoubtedly summed iguo- 
rantly, inasmuch as, had he known the true charac- 
ter of Christ, he would have known, either that it 
was necessary that he should then suffer death, or, 
that, if betrayed to the Jews, he could deliver him- 
self from their hands. We pass over this, and ob- 
serve, that it is generally allowed that those who 
repent and forsake their sins, shall find mercy. And, 
we ask, did not Judas repent? We venture to state, 
there cannot be found, in scripture, a case of repent- 
ance, more strongly marked than his. David sin- 
ned, and repented—but he did not put away trom 
him that which caused him to offend; instead of 
this, he married Bathsheba. Peter sinned, and he 
repented, and wept bitterly ; but he did not openly 
confess Christ at that time ; be concealed hrs know- 
ledge of him, and secreted himself from public view. 
But all believe that both David and Peter did sin- 
cerely repent. And did not Judas show greater 
evidence of repentance than either of these? He 
brought again the thirty pieces of silver, (the price 
of his iniquity,) and casting them down at the feet 
of the rulers, exclaimed, “I have sinned, in that I 
have betrayed the innocent blood.” He openly con- 
fessed his sin. And when he perceived that he could 
not remedy the evil, he was “ suffocated with grief.” 
We repeat it, if we have evidence of one case of 
sincere repentance, in the scriptures, this is the case. 
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Shall we say then, that he, who repented so sin- 
cerely, as to perfor m all this—whose contrition was 
so zreat as to cause him to fall down dead, will 
never receive mercy from our Heavenly Father ? 


Forbid it heaven! 

While we believe that Christ implored mercy for 
his murderers, saying, “ Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do,” and while we be- 
lieve the Father will answer his prayer, and show 
mercy unto them, let us not believe there is no 
mercy for Judas, the betrayer. While we believe 
the principals in this transaction received mercy, 
let us not say, that he who was accessary only, is left 
without mercy. While we believe that Peter re- 
ceived mercy, though he denied Christ, after he bad 
been expressly informed that whoever denied him 
before men, should be denied, by him, before an- 
gels, let us never say, that mercy will for ever be 
denied to Judas. In a word—while we find no 
evidences in the scriptures to prove his final ruin— 
while we do not discover any thing in his conduct 
or character altogether worse than we find in that of 
others, even the aposties,let us not pretend that 
the arm of the Lord is shortened, that he cannot 
save him, or that his loving kindness has failed, that 
he will not. 

—ja-——_ 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Sir—lI think I have read somewhere in the Bible, 
that * God created man in his own image ;” I have 
often thought, that man has paid his Maker a very 
strange compliment. For men have created gods in 
their own image. Yea, in their own peevish, pas- 
sionate, revengeful, blood-thirsty and cruel likeness, 
have they created, formed or pictured out their 
gods; or, how would it have entered into the 
thoughts of man, that God who is goodness arfd love, 
delights in punishing, and that eternally, or end- 
lessly ¢ Or in punishing the just for the unjust ? 

It appears that without the assistance of the devil 
and wicked men, mankind must all have been 
damned to all eternity—and yet all own that God is 
omnipotent ! ! The orthodox, as they are called, take 
great pains to make the devil take a very active part 
in the salvation of man; or at least, they do not 
use care to avoid it. We will suppose, if you please, 
that there had been no priests, nor no people so 
wicked as priests, and that Judas, nor no other per- 
son had been so much like priests, i. €. so covetous, 
as to sell Jesus Christ for money. Judas sold 
Christ for money, and the priests sell, or pretend to 
sell, his gospel for money. Now, if there had been 
no people wicked enough to murder a man for go- 
ing about doing good, and that never did the least 
evil, it would have been nearly as bad, as if there 
had been no devil. And in either case we should all, 
elect and non-elect, have been damned to all intents 
and purposes, and that to all eternity. For they 
say, that God Almighty could not have pardoned 
man, for what Adam did in the affair of the fruit, in 
the garden, unless Adam’s offspring, murdered his 
well-beloved sun! and that son they say, was God 
himself! They say, that if Judas had not betrayed 
Christ, and that if the Jews had not murdered him, 





we must all inevitably have been consigned to an 
endless hell, which, they say, is a lake of fire and 
brimstone where God Almighty burns and torments 
his poor weak and fallen creatures to all eternity, 
for his own glory. And yet notwithstanding all 
that Judas has done for us, (that is if we be of the 
elect,) they say, that he is in hell, and will remain 
there for ever. As for the non-elect, some of the 
holy orthodox say, that no sacrifice could be suffi- 
cient, because that God has ordained them to eter- 
nal damnation. 

I have heard it declared in discoursing on the 
atonement, that tle blood of Christ will ransom the 
Elect only ; the rest must all go to hell. Also, that 
the blood of Christ, which it is contended was the 
blood of God, is a full and complete ransom for all 
mankind. Again, if they mean the blood that was 
shed on the cross, I ask, if that blood that followed 
the spear, was the blood of a man, or the blood of 
God? I do not suppose that any rational being (ex- 
cept a priest) Who has been in the habit of thinking 
for himself for a series of years, will say that it was 
the blood of an immortal spirit. And, again, Jesus 
said, I have finished the work which thou gavest me 
to do,” (sometime before he was put to death ;) so it 
could not be the shedding of his blood, that he had 
reference to. And when he had received the vine- 
gar, he said, “ It is finished.” But, instead of allow- 
ing Jesus Christ to finish the work, that he came to 
do, they will make soldiers and priests finish the 
work, that the Saviour came to do; and complete 
the redemption of man!! So between the priests, 
the devil, Judas, and the soldiets, they have com- 
pleted something, but what it is, our holy fathers, oy 
divine doctors are not likely to agree in. 

AN ENEMY TO NONSENSE. 

February 10, 1825. 

—=—— 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Dear Sir—Being a constant reader of the Gos- 
pel Herald, I should be pleased to see your views 
published in the same, on Leviticus x. 1, where it 
speaks of Aaron’s sons offering strange fire. If you 
will comply with the above request, you will confer 
a favour on one who is a friend to tiuth. 

W. A. 

Amenia, April 20, 1824. 

ANSWER. 

The above communication has been mislaid, or it 
would have received seasonable notice. The pas- 
sage introduced has led to various conjectures, as to 
its proper signification. The fire spoken of is call- 
ed “strange fire,” because God did not command 
Nadab and Abihu to offer it. The fire which con- 
sumed the incense in their censers, was unquestion- 
ably the same element used in commgn by the Jew- 
ish priests. But the fire which was kindled in their 
censers, we presume, was denominated “ strange 
fire,” on account of the incense being different from 
the incense which God commanded to be burned 
before him. We will only add, that God never com- 
manded the Jewish priests to offer Hellfire in thei 
censers. Priests in our day offer little else; and, in 
our opinion, it is the strangest fire ever heard of' 
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INFLUENCE OF BIGOTRY. 
If any man say, I love God, and even say it with 
the utmost confidence, and hateth his brother, 
(though he think diametrically opposite, belong to a 
different society or to none,) which he will do more 
or less, if he do not love him, he isa liar, be affirms 
what is false, although perhaps, he may not know it 
to be so: for he that loveth not his brother, whom 
he hath seen, who is daily presented to his senses to 
raise his esteem, or move his kindness or compas- 
sion towards him, how can he love God whom he 
hath not seen? And this commandment have we 
from him, both from God and Christ, that he who 
loveth God, love his brother also. That is, every 
one, whatever his opinions or modes of worship may 
be, purely because he is the child, and bears the 
image of God. Bigotry is properly the want of this 
pure and universal love. A bigot only loves those 
whoembrace his opinions, and he loves them for 
that, not for Christ’s sake. Gos. Adv. 

—~—>—- 
INCREASE OF LIBERAL PRINCIPLES. 

A large number of the most wealthy and respec- 
table inhabitants of the religious community in 
Northampton, have recently receded from the Old 
Calvinistic Church and Society, under the pastoral 
care of the Parson Solomon Williams and his Col- 
league the Parson Mark Tucker. 

The reason assigned by the receders is that Mr. 
Tucker, (who was recently installed) now refuses to 
exchange with Christian Ministers of the Unitarian 
Churches, although, previous to his installation, he 
gave the assurance that a different course would be 
pursued. 

A new Society has been formed, and the Parson 
Mr. Ware has been invited to organize the Church. 
At present public worship is to be held in the Court 
House—but it is intended to erect a new house, as 
soon as arrangements can be made for completing 
the same. Boston Evening Gazette. 

—=— 
NANTUCKET. 

We rejoice to hear, that the progress of truth has 
been such on the island of Nantucket, that a com- 
mittee has been recently appointed to receive pro- 
posals, and to collect materials for the erection of a 
HOUSE OF PUBLIC WORSHIP, for the use 
and convenience of those who rejoice in the faith of 
unbounded mercy, and who patiently wait for the 
fulfilment of the promise, “In thy SEED shall all 
the kindreds of the earth be blessed.” May HE who 
laid the sure foundation in Zion, prosper their lau- 
dable undertaking, and crown their praiseworthy 
efforts with abundant success. Telescope. 

ck a 
IMPIETY. 

Amidst all the vices and enormities of the Alge- 
rine Turks, (a people distinguished for violence and 
rapacity, and almost every species of cruelty) some 
good qualities are observable. The most abandoned 
wretch never presumes to utter the name of God in 
vain, or add it, by way of decoration, to his ribaldry. 

When will this be said, even of men who glory in 
their superior light and information ? 





Selected Poetry. 
HYMN. 
A PARKRAPHRASE ON ROMANS X11. 12. 
Ye that indulge in slumber still, 
Rouse and exert each dormant power ; 
Hear and obey his sovereign will, 
Who is your lite from hour to hour. 


Lo! the deep shades of night dissolve ; 
High io the East the worning beams ; 
He, at whose word the heaveus revolve, 
Bids you awake trom idle creams. 


Turn to the light a grateful eye, 
Open to ev ry kindling ray ; 

O, may the truth illume your sky, 
Till the last shade has past away 


Children of God, and heirs of light, 
Born for a high, a glorious end, 

Hate and avoid the deeds of night, 
Not for the world your God vilend. 


Chaste and devout be every thought, 
Kind and sincere your every word; 
O be your lives without a blot, 

Sacred to Christ, your heavenly Lord. 


Thus, when the sun shail fade, 
And the tair heavens shall cease to be, 
You shall enjoy a beuer day, 
Glowing wo all eternity. 
—>—— 

LIFE IS A VAPOUR. 
I dream'd I saw a rosy cluid, 
With flaxen ringlets, in a garden playing : 
Now stopping here, and thea afar off straying, 
As tlower and buttertly us teet beguiled. 


‘Twas changed—one summer's day I stepp'd aside, 
To Jet him pass ; his face had manhood’s seeaung, 
And that full eye of blue was fondly beaming 
On a fair maiden, whom he cail’d * his bride.” 
Once more ; “twas evening—and the cheerful fire 
1 saw a group of youthtul forms surrounding— 
The room with harmless pleasantry resounuing ; 
And in the midst, 1 mark’d the smiling sire. 


The heavens were clouded! and I heard the tone 
Of a slow moving bell ;—the white hair’d man had gone* 
_——<— 

A heathen could say, when a bird (frightened by u 
hawk) flew into his bosom for refuge, “1 will not 
kill thee, nor Letray thee to thy enemy, seeing thou 
flyest to me for sanctuary.” Much less wili God 
either slay or give up the soul that takes sanctuary 
in his name. Gurnal. 

i 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

We inform A. M. of Schoharie Bridge, that the commun.- 
cauon alluded to has been received, Our impression at th 
time was, that A. M. did not desire the insertion of his letter , 
but requested some remarks, for the satistacuon of a third 
person, on the subject of the personality of the Devi. We 
shortly after published, from the Rochester Magazine, a» 
arucie enutled Demonology, which we hoped would sats!) 
our correspondeat. It this 1s not the case, any particulars 
which shall be mentioned as deficient, shail be aiteaded to. 

—~—>— 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION. ‘ : 

The “ Society for the Investigation and Establishment o' 
Gospel Truth,” will meet, for Discussion, every FRIDAY 
evening, at half-past six o'clock, at Ne. 9 Franktort- 


street. 
All Denominations of Christians are invited to auend. 
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